FUEL DEBT TO RUSSIA FROM CIS AND THE BALTICS INCREASES. The Baltic countries fuel debt 
to Russia has risen to 635 billion rubles. Natural gas supplies comprise the bulk of the debt. Meanwhile, the 
Petroleum Information Agency reported that Russia will increase its price for oil in the second quarter to $112 


from $108 per ton. -- Michael Mihalka, OMRI, Inc. 


MARCH INFLATION IN THE BALTIC STATES. The Lithuanian inflation rate for March was 1.4%, lower 
by a full percentage point than neighboring Latvia and Estonia, according to the Latvian Statistics Committee 
In the first two months of the year inflation in Lithuania was 5.7% and 3.9%, respectively. In Lithuania prices 
for clothes and footwear grew by 2%, for fuel and culture and education services by 1.6%, while prices for 
medical services and for transport and communication services declined by 0.7% by 0.4%, respectively. -- 


Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 


SOME ASIAN REFUGEES ESCAPE FROM LATVIAN HOLDING CENTER. At least nine of the 100 or 
so Asian refugees who were confined to railroad cars for two weeks while Latvia unsuccessfully tried to deport 
them to Russia have escaped from the holding camp at Olaine. The Russian-language newspaper SM Sevodnya 
published complaints by the escapees that the conditions at Olaine were no better than on the train. They said 
the heating system at the camp had broken down. Interior Ministry press center head Normunds Belskis said the 
escape had been "well organized" and was probably aimed at complicating Latvia's negotiations with its 


neighbors on illegal immigrants. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 


ESTONIAN, LATVIAN FISHING DISPUTE. Latvian and Estonian officials in Riga on 12 April were 
unable to break the deadlock over a fishing dispute between the two countries. Estonian coastguard vessels have 
frequently detained Latvian trawlers trying to catch herring around the island of Ruhnu in the Gulf of Riga, 
which Tallinn considers its territorial waters. Aado Luksepp, director of the Estonian Maritime Inspectorate, 
said that the spawning grounds of the fish were primarily in Estonian waters, since the Dauguva River pollutes 
Latvia's share. Latvia has threatened to take the matter to the International Court of Justice in The Hague. -- 


Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 
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